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Visible/Unvisible Present

LYV_ hV eR\V Ze W`c XcR_eVU eYRe eYVcV Zd R ‘acVdV_e’ Z_ hYZTY hV RcV ]ZgZ_X R_U
RS`fe hYZTY hV daVR\$ hYZTY hV TR_ T`^aRcV hZeY eYV ‘aRde’ R_U `SdVcgV hZeY
cVdaVTe e` a`ddZS]V UVgV]`a^V_ed `W eYV ‘WfefcV$’ eYV_ hV `hV eYZd e` R ]Z_XfZdeZT
a`dZeZ_X eYRe WZcde e``\ a]RTV Z_ eYV WZ_R] eYZcU `W eYV )0eY TV_efcj2 eYV _`f_ ‘acVdV_e’
P‘<VXV_hRce’Q dYZWed Wc`^ dVcgZ_X Rd R daReZR] e` R U`^Z_R_e eV^a`cR] T`_TVae&1

9ZcVTe]j eZVU e` eYZd Zd eYV T`_TfccV_e cZdV `W eYV RSdecRTe _`f_d2 ‘eYV aRde’ R_U ‘eYV
WfefcV&’2 EcVgZ`fd]j `_V T`f]U YRgV da`\V_ RS`fe eYV ‘TfccV_e TV_efcj$’ eYV ‘TfccV_e
T`fcdV `W eZ^V$’ `c Z_UVVU VgV_ ‘eYV eZ^V _`h’ R_U eYV ‘acVdV_e eZ^V$’ Sfe _`e RS`fe
‘eYV acVdV_e’ Z_ eYV dV_dV `W R aVc^R_V_e]j TYR_XZ_X$ dj_TYc`_ZT$ `gVcRcTYZ_X d`TZR]
_Vifd$ hYVeYVc eYZd SV eYRe `W R eVccZe`cj$ R _ReZ`_$ `c eYV h`c]U& IYV YR]]^Rc\ `W eYZd
acVdV_e Rd R dj_TYc`_ZT _Vifd `W R]] eYV “dZX_d `W `fc eZ^V”3 Zd Zed T`_W]ZTeZgV ecR_dZ%
e`cZ_Vdd& >_ YZd eVieUeber den Geist des Zeitalters in Teutschland ")/1(# eYV aYZ]`d`%
aYVc @Rc] AV`_YRcU GVZ_Y`]U W`c^f]ReVU eYZd Rd eYV UZRX_`dZd `W eYV acVdV_e2

1| Ingrid Oesterle, “‘Es ist an der Zeit!’ Zur kulturellen Konstruktionsveränderung von Zeit gegen 1800,” 

in Goethe und das Zeitalter der Romantik, ed. Walter Hinderer, Alexander von Bormann and Gerhart von 

Graevenitz (Wuerzburg: Königshausen & Neumann, 2002), 91–121, 101. Johannes F. Lehmann, “Editorial: 

‘Gegenwart’ im 17. Jahrhundert? Zur Frage literarischer Gegenwartsbezüge vor der ‘Sattelzeit,’” Internatio-

nales Archiv für Sozialgeschichte der deutschen Literatur (IASL) 42, no. 1 (2017): 110–121.

2| Lucien Hölscher, “Von leeren und gefüllten Zeiten: Zum Wandel historischer Zeitkonzepte seit dem 18. 

Jahrhundert,” in Obsession der Gegenwart: Zeit im 20. Jahrhundert, ed. Alexander C.T. Geppert and Till 

Kössler (Goettingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 2015), 37–70. Cf. id., Die Entdeckung der Zukunft, 2. ed. 

(Goettingen: Wallstein, 2016).

3| Karl Leonhard Reinhold, “Ueber den Geist des Zeitalters in Teutschland,” Der neue teutsche Merkur 1 

(1790), 3rd piece, 225–255; 4th piece, 337–378, 228. 
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“IYV ^`de decZ\Z_X R_U aVTf]ZRc WVRefcV `W eYV daZcZe `W `fc RXV Zd R_ f_dVee]Z_X `W R]]

YZeYVce` \_`h_ djdeV^d$ eYV`cZVd$ R_U ZUVRd$ eYV ScVRUeY R_U UVaeY `W hYZTY Zd f_acVTV%

UV_eVU Z_ Yf^R_ YZde`cj& IYV ^`de UZgVcdV$ Z_UVVU eYV ^`de W]RXcR_e]j T`_ecRUZTe`cj

dZX_d `W `fc eZ^V ]VRU SRT\ e` eYZd WVRefcV$ hYZTY R__`f_TV e` R]] R_U df_Ucj R_ V_UVRg%

`c$ ^`cV R_Z^ReVU eYR_ VgVc SVW`cV$ e` VdeRS]ZdY _Vh W`c^d VgVcjhYVcV `_ eYV `_V

YR_U$ `_ eYV `eYVc e` dfaa`ce eYV `]U& LYVeYVc eYV `]U hZ]] WZ_R]]j SV dfaa]R_eVU Sj

eYV _Vh$ `c eYV ]ReeVc Sj eYV W`c^Vc3 eYV_ h`f]U Yf^R_Zej SV aVc^ZeeVU e` hZ_$ R_U ZW

d` hYRe ViRTe]j4”4

IYZd$ RTT`cUZ_X e` GVZ_Y`]U$ Zd d`^VeYZ_X eYV “f_SZRdVU Z_UVaV_UV_e
eYZ_\Vc” URcV _`e UVTZUV& IYV acVdV_e Zd T`_e`fcVU Rd R ecR_dZeZ`_R] eZ^V$ eYV T`_%
ecRUZTe`cj f_Zej `W hYZTY cVdZUVd Z_ Y`h ‘eYV `]U’ hcVde]Vd hZeY ‘eYV _Vh’ e` XRZ_
WfefcV ]VXZeZ^RTj$ R_U Ze Zd acVTZdV]j eYZd eYRe ^R\Vd eR]\ `W eYV ‘aRde$’ ‘acVdV_e$’ R_U
‘WfefcV’ Rd ^Ve`_j^ZT UVdZX_ReZ`_d W`c UZdeZ_TeZgV eZ^Vd a]RfdZS]V dZ_TV eYV WZ_R]
eYZcU `W eYV )0eY TV_efcj&

B`cV cVTV_e]j Y`hVgVc$ YZde`cZR_d `W eYV VRc]j ^`UVc_ aVcZ`U Z_eVcVde%
VU Z_ eYV cZdV `W eYV acVdd R_U [`fc_R]Zd^ YRgV d`fXYe e` UReV eYV “SZceY `W eYV
acVdV_e” SRT\ e` eYV )/eY TV_efcj$ W`cV^`de R^`_Xde eYV^ 6TYZ^ AR_UhVYc R_U
9R_ZV] ;f]UR&5 IYZd aVcdaVTeZgV YRd WRZ]VU e` acVTZdV]j UVeVc^Z_V eYV ejaV `W YZde`cZ%
TR] TYR_XV ^V_eZ`_VU Z_ VRTY cVdaVTeZgV TRdV R_U e` RUVbfReV]j eR\V Z_e` T`_dZUVcR%
eZ`_ eYV cVW]ViZgV TRaRTZej `W eYV T`_TVae `W ‘eYV acVdV_e&’ >e Zd f_UV_ZRS]V eYRe eYV Sfc%
XV`_Z_X [`fc_R]Zd^ "R_U `eYVc ^VUZR$ W`c ViR^a]V$ Rd AR_UhVYc YRd Z^acVddZgV]j
dY`h_$ eYV TR]V_URc# T`_ecZSfeVU e` Z_TcVRdZ_X RhRcV_Vdd RS`fe eYV VgV_ed eR\Z_X
a]RTV Re eYV eZ^V R_U Z_ZeZReZ_X UZdTfddZ`_& >e Zd R]d` ZccVWfeRS]V eYRe \_`h]VUXV `W
eYV a`]ZeZTR] VgV_ed `W eYV acVdV_e hRd Z_TcVRdZ_X]j eR\V_ e` SV R _`c^ W`c dTY`]Rcd&
7fe hYV_$ Re eYV V_U `W eYV )/eY TV_efcj$ @RdaRc HeZV]Vc$ R eYV`cZde `W eYV _VhdaRaVc$
deReVd Z_ YZd S``\ Zeitungs Nutz und Lust eYRe eY`dV Z_g`]gVU Z_ cf__Z_X eYV RWWRZcd
`W eYV deReV _VVU e` SV Z_W`c^VU RS`fe eYVZc `h_ eZ^V R_U YRgV e` \_`h “hY` Zd eYV
Cf_eZfd 6a`de`]ZTfd Z_ KZV__R2 R_U ' hYVeYVc eYV E`aV Zd ' TR]]VU 6]ViR_UVc ' >__`%
TV_eZfd ' ERf]fd `c 8`V]VdeZ_fd$”6 eYV_ eYZd^Rj dY`h eYRe eYV acVdV_e Zd eY`fXYe `W Z_

4| Reinhold, “Ueber den Geist,” 3rd piece, 225–255; 4th piece, 337–378, 228.

5| Achim Landwehr, Geburt der Gegenwart: Eine Geschichte der Zeit im 17. Jahrhundert (Frankfurt o.M.:  

S. Fischer, 2014); Daniel Fulda, “Wann begann die ‘offene’ Zukunft? Ein Versuch, die Koselleck’sche Fi-

xierung auf die ‘Sattelzeit’ zu lösen,” in Geschichtsbewusstsein und Zukunftserwartung in Pietismus und 

Erweckungsbewegung, ed. Wolfgang Breul and Jan Carsten Schnurr (Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 

2013), 141–172; ibid., “Um 1700 begann die ‘offene’ Zukunft. Zum Ausgang der Aufklärung von einer all-

gemeinen Unsicherheitserfahrung,” in Um 1700: Die Formierung der europäischen Aufklärung. Zwischen 

Öffnung und neuerlicher Schließung, ed. ibid., Jörn Steigerwald (Berlin/ Boston: De Gruyter, 2016), 23–45. 

See also: Stefanie Stockhorst, “Zeitkonzepte: Zur Pluralisierung des Zeitdiskurses im langen 18. Jahrhun-

dert,” Das achtzehnte Jahrhundert 30, no. 2 (2006): 157–164.

6| Kaspar Stieler, Zeitungs Lust und Nutz, ed. Gert Hagelweide, complete reprint of the original edition 

from 1695 (Bremen: Schünemann, 1969), 4. Changes like these were then given their own publication, for: 
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eVc^d`W Zed UZWWVcV_TV e` eYV aRde$ Sfe Ze TVceRZ_]j U`Vd_`e ac`gV eYV ZUVR `W R dj_TYc`_%
ZT d`TZR]$ Tf]efcR]$ a`]ZeZTR]$ R_U VT`_`^ZT `gVcRcTYZ_X _Vifd eYRe Zd ‘eYV acVdV_e’ R_U
Zd T`_deR_e]j TYR_XZ_X$ Rd W`c^f]ReVU Re eYV V_U `W eYV )0eY TV_efcj Sj BVcTZVc W`c Vi%
R^a]V2 “IYV Rce `W acZ_eZ_X$ Xf_a`hUVc$ eYV UZdT`gVcj `W eYV _Vh h`c]U$ eYV a`de$ eYV
ac`^Zdd`cj _`eV$ R_U eYV `deV_dZS]V SR]R_TV `W :fc`aV YRgV eYc`h_ eYV V_eZcV `]U djd%
eV^ Z_e` UZdRccRj&” 6_U R aRXV WfceYVc `_2 “IYV ^R_ hY` Zd ^`UZWZVU Sj X`gVc_^V_e
W`c^d$ ]Rhd$ YRSZed$ SVT`^Vd R T`^a]VeV]j UZWWVcV_e daVTZVd Rd YV `_TV hRd&”7 ;`c
HeZV]Vc Z_ T`_ecRde$ eYV “gRcZVej `W eYV acVdV_e”8 cVdZUVd ^VcV]j Z_ Y`h `_V _R^V eR\Vd
eYV a]RTV `W R_`eYVc3 R d`TZ`%Tf]efcR] ecR_dW`c^ReZ`_$ Rd Zd cVW]VTeVU dZ_TV eYV ^ZUU]V
`W eYV )0eY TV_efcj R_U hYZTY eYfd^R\Vd a]RfdZS]V eYV _VTVddZej `W R_ RSdecRTeZ_X TRe%
VX`cj ‘eYV acVdV_e$’ Zd _`e XZgV_& 6d Z^a`ceR_e Rd AR_UhVYc’d VgZUV_TV Zd W`c ac`gZ_X
eYV V_YR_TVU deRefd `W eYV acVdV_e Z_ eYV )/eY TV_efcj$ R UZdeZ_TeZ`_ deZ]] _VVUd e` SV
UcRh_ SVehVV_ eYZd V_YR_TV^V_e R_U eYV eV^a`cR]ZkZ_X `W eYV acVdV_e&9 6 eV^a`%
cR]ZkVU acVdV_e acVdfaa`dVd cVW]VTeZ`_ `_ R_ Z_eVc_R] R_U T`ccV]ReZgV T`^a]ViZej eYRe
Zd gRcZRS]V Z_ Zed eV^a`cR] Uj_R^ZT R_U d`TZR] decfTefcV$ `_V eYRe Zd dZ^f]eR_V`fd%
]j T`fa]VU e` ^VeY`Ud TRaRS]V `W cV_UVcZ_X Ze S`eY gZdZS]V R_U `SdVcgRS]V&

> hZ]] UVgV]`a eYZd ac`S]V^ReZT `W eYV gZdZS]V'Z_gZdZS]V acVdV_e Z_ eYcVV deVad&
>_ eYV WZcde$ T`_TVaefR] R_U acRTeZTR]$ > ]``\ e` eYZ_\ `W eYV ‘acVdV_e’ Z_ Zed Z_eVcUVaV_%
UV_TZVd Rd R_ `gVcRcTYZ_X _Vifd$ e` XReYVc aVceZ_V_e `SdVcgReZ`_d R_U efc_ Ze Z_e`
R "UZdTfcdZgV# `S[VTe `W Z_eVcgV_eZ`_& IYZd T`_TVc_d eYV UZdT`fcdV `W h`c]U YZde`cj
R_U eYV cVW]VTeZ`_ `_ eYV acRTeZTVd `W ‘a`]ZTZ_X&’ HVT`_U]j$ > dY`h Y`h$ aRcR]]V] R_U
dZ^f]eR_V`fd]j Z_ eYV UZdT`fcdV `_ eYV XV_Zfd$ acZgZ]VXVU gZVhZ_X a`dZeZ`_d hVcV
UZdTfddVU Wc`^ hYVcV Z_gZdZS]V dZ^f]eR_VZeZVd "`W eYV acVdV_e# T`f]U SV cV_UVcVU
gZdZS]V& >_ eYV eYZcU deVa$ > dYR]] Via]ZTReV R_ ViR^a]V `W eYZd cV_UVcZ_X gZdZS]V `W eYV
acVdV_e$ UcRhZ_X `_ eYV WcRX^V_e Der tugendhafte Taugenichts Sj ?&B&G& AV_k&

“The heads in Europe have changed so much in just a few years / that there are very few serene Houses to 

be found / wherein no significant deaths have occurred. This has been remarked on in writings now and 

then/ but because the gallant youth and many other curious minds prefer to see such remarks together in a 

compendium / these brief notes have been put up on demand.” So [Johann Gottfried Gregorius], Das jetzt 

lebende Europa Oder Genealogische Beschreibung aller jetzt lebenden Durchlauchtigsten Häupter. Von 

Melissantes (Franckfur t/ Leipzig: Niedtens, 1715), Preface, pl. 2 (recto and verso).

7| Louis Sébastien Mercier, Neuer Versuch über die Schauspielkunst, aus dem Französischen von Heinrich 

Leopold Wagner, mit einem Anhang aus Goethes Brieftasche, facsimile print after the edition of 1776, with 

an epilogue by Peter Pfaff (Heidelberg: Lambert Schneider, 1967), 198/199. In a list of the changes in 

the present Mercier follows a passage from a Voltaire text: Anmerkungen über die Geschichte überhaupt 

(Remarques sur l’histoire, 1742), in ibid, Erzählungen, Dialoge, Streitschriften, ed. Martin Fontius (Berlin: 

Rütten & Loening, 1981), vol. 3, 217–222, esp. 220/221. 

8| Landwehr, Geburt der Gegenwart, 201. 

9| For more on this see the detailed discussion of the contributors to the IASL thematic issue: “‘Gegenwart’ 

im 17. Jahrhundert? Versuch einer Antwort,” ed. Stefan Geyer and Johannes F. Lehmann, IASL 42, no.1 

(2017): 110–278, 257–278.



42 Johannes F. Lehmann

I. Present as Nexus (Universal History, Police)

Ì ^R\V R dfSdeR_eZgV eZ^V T`_TVae `W ‘eYV acVdV_e’ a]RfdZS]V$ eYV acVgRZ]Z_X cV%
]ReZ`_d `W eYV eZ^V$ Z_ aRceZTf]Rc d`TZR]%VT`_`^ZT cV]ReZ`_d$ _VVU e` SV XcRdaVU Rd
R_ Z_eVcT`__VTeVU _Vifd$ R_U Z_UVVU Rd `_V eYRe Zd `SdVcgRS]V R_U UZdTfddRS]V
Z_ eVc^d `W Zed TYR_XVd$ R]eY`fXY Ze Zd Z_gZdZS]V `c f_dVVRS]V Z_ Zed hY`]V_Vdd& IYV
<`eeZ_XV_ YZde`cZR_ 6fXfde AfUhZX HTY]ªkVc W`c^f]ReVd Z_ Vorstellung der Univer-
sal-Historie ")//*# R UZdeZ_TeZ`_ SVehVV_ eYV “cV]ReZ`_dYZad `W eYV cVR] _Vifd$” hYZTY
UVdTcZSVd eYV UZRTYc`_ZT R_U “gZdZS]V”10 cV]ReZ`_d `W TRfdV R_U VWWVTe$ R_U eYV “eYV
_Vifd `W eYV eZ^V$” hYZTY ^VR_d eYV ^VcV dZ^f]eR_VZej `W T`f_ecZVd$ aV`a]Vd$ `c
VgV_ed hYZTY U` _`e a`ddVdd R_j “gZdZS]V T`__VTeZ`_d2”11

“IYV ^VcV temporal connection YRd Z_TZUV_ed R_U VgV_ed hYZTY RcV _`e SRdVU Z_ `_V

R_`eYVc$ Sfe RcV dZ^f]eR_V`fd3 eYRe Zd f_UVc WRTed hYZTY `TTfc Z_ gVcj UZWWVcV_e T`f_%

ecZVd$ `c Z_ UZWWVcV_e aRced `W eYV h`c]U$ Sfe Re eYV dR^V eZ^V& P…Q =VcV Ze Zd eYV T]RZ^

`W f_ZgVcdR] YZde`cj e` T`^SZ_V R]] eYV dZ^f]eR_V`fd WRTed$ e` Z^RXZ_V Re `_TV eYV dZef%

ReZ`_ `W eYV h`c]U Z_ eYZd XZgV_ RXV$ R_U Z_ dfTY R hRj eYZ_\ VgVcj dZ_X]V Z_TZUV_e

synchronistically&”12

HTY]ªkVc’d “ZUVR] `W R f_ZgVcdR] YZde`cj$” d` eYV dfSeZe]V acVWZiVU e` eYV eRS]V
`W T`_eV_ed$ RZ^d e` Wfc_ZdY R_ RSdecRTeZ_X R_U dj_eYVdZkZ_X aVcdaVTeZgV$ `_V Z_
hYZTY R “XV_VcR] gZVh eYRe V_T`^aRddVd eYV hY`]V”13 Zd e` T`_dZUVc eYV hY`]V `W
YZde`cj f_UVc “`_V dZ_X]V RdaVTe&” D_]j d` TR_ Ze TcVReV “R djdeV^ eYc`fXY hYZTY
UZgVcdZej TR_ SV XcRdaVU Re `_TV&”14 :]dVhYVcV$ HTY]ªkVc hcZeVd2 “eYZd dhVVaZ_X XRkV
cVTRded eYV RXXcVXReV Z_e` R djdeV^$ cVefc_d R]] deReVd `W eYV X]`SV Z_e` R f_Zej$ eYV
Yf^R_ daVTZVd$ R_U VgR]fReVd eYV aV`a]Vd `W eYZd X]`SV d`]V]j Z_ eVc^d `W eYVZc
cV]ReZ`_d e` eYV ]RcXV cVg`]feZ`_d `W eYV h`c]U&”15 6 djdeV^ `W dj_TYc`_ZT cV]ReZ`_%
dYZad Zd e` SV UZdeZ]]VU Wc`^ eYV cVR] TRfdR] cV]ReZ`_d& IYV UZgVcdV]j V^a]`jVU `aeZTR]
^VeRaY`cd "gZVh$ XRkV$ aRZ_eZ_X$ ^`dRZT aRZ_eZ_X$ deRXV$ VeT&# RZ^VU e` ac`gZUV R_
RSdecRTeZ_X cVacVdV_eReZ`_ `W Z_gZdZS]V dZ^f]eR_VZeZVd Z_ R _Vifd eYRe ZedV]W Zd f_Z^RXZ%
_RS]V& >_ eYV W`c^ `W Zed cVacVdV_eReZ`_ Rd R_ Z_eVcT`__VTeVU djdeV^$ h`c]U YZde`cj

10| Ludwig August Schlözer, Vorstellung der Universal-Historie (Goettingen / Gotha: Dieterich, 1772), 

reprint, in ibid., Vorstellung der Universal-Historie (1772/73), with appendixes, edited, introduced and 

commented by Horst Walter Blanke (Hagen: Rottmann, 1990), 46.

11| Schlözer, Vorstellung, 22.

12| Schlözer, Vorstellung, 48f.

13| Schlözer, Vorstellung, 18. There is also mention of a “gaze that apprehends everything at once” (34). 

The opposition between aggregate and system, which Schlözer ties to a specific way of looking at con-

nections and their nexuses, was later taken up repeatedly in the philosophy of history; for the example of 

Schiller, see: Thomas Prüfer, Die Bildung der Geschichte: Friedrich Schiller und die Anfänge der modernen 

Geschichtswissenschaft (Cologne: Böhlau, 2002), 289–297.

14| Both quotes Schlözer, Vorstellung, 22.

15| Schlözer, Vorstellung, 18f.
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Zd e` f]eZ^ReV]j dZ^f]ReV R gR_eRXV a`Z_e eYRe TR_ “see eYc`fXY eYV T`_TReV_ReZ`_ `W
R]] eYZ_Xd `_ `fc VRceY$”16 `c Z_ `eYVc h`cUd2 eYV gR_eRXV a`Z_e `W <`U&

HTY]ªkVc’d a`dZeZ`_ Z_ eYV YZde`cj `W h`c]U YZde`cZ`XcRaYj R_U Z_ eYV YVReVU
T`_ec`gVcdj eYRe V_dfVU Wc`^ YZd Vorstellung Zd ]Vdd T`_T]fdZgV eYR_ eYV bf`eVd
RS`gV Z_ZeZR]]j dVV^ e` Z_UZTReV&17 6 WVh `W eYV gZdfR] ^VeRaY`cd ]Z\V eYV ^`dRZT R_U
eYV fdV `W dj_TYc`_ZdeZT eRS]Vd Z_ YZd eVie W`]]`h eYV acZ_TZa]V `W eYV `]UVc f_ZgVcdR]
YZde`cj$ hYZTY `_V T`f]U TYRcRTeVcZkV Rd R \Z_U `W RUUZeZgV `c eRS]VRf%]Z\V dj_TYc`_j$
eYV “T]RddZTR] W`c^ `W cVacVdV_eZ_X YZde`cj”18 Z_ eYV BZUU]V 6XVd& >_ YZd a`]V^ZTR] cV%
gZVh `W HTY]ªkVc’d Vorstellung$ =VcUVc RTT`cUZ_X]j TcZeZTZkVU eYRe Ze h`f]U YRgV SVV_
SVeeVc e` “TcRWe ^`cV `W R picture$ R hY`]V T`_eZ_ff^$ Wc`^ YZde`cj&”19 D_ eYV `eYVc
YR_U$ hZeY YZd W`c^f]ReZ`_d HTYª]kVc Zd RdaZcZ_X e` acVTZdV]j eYZd ZUVR `W R ]ZgV]j R_U
`cXR_ZT T`__VTeZgV _Vifd `W Tf]efcR] YZde`cj$ WZ_UZ_X R a`hVcWf] W`c^f]R W`c eYZd hZeY
eYV `aa`dZeZ`_ SVehVV_ RXXcVXReV R_U djdeV^&20

;f_UR^V_eR] e` HTY]ªkVc’d Z__`gReZgV ZUVR `W R h`c]U `c f_ZgVcdR] YZde`cj
Zd _`e `_]j eYV Z_T]fdZ`_ `W R]] _ReZ`_d R_U aV`a]Vd$ hYZTY hRd R]cVRUj deR_URcU Z_
eYV `]UVc ViR^a]Vd `W f_ZgVcdR] YZde`cj R_U eYVZc TYc`_`]`XZTR] eRS]Vd21 "hYZTY YV
R]d` deZ]] fdVU R_U ^`UZWZVU#$22 Sfe eYV Z_eVXcReZ`_ `W Rd ^R_j WRTVed R_U RdaVTed
Rd a`ddZS]V hYZTY T`_deZefeV eYV cVdaVTeZgV d`TZR]%decfTefcR]$ VT`_`^ZT$ R_U Tf]efcR]

16| Schlözer, Vorstellung, 49 (emphasis J.L.).

17| Hölscher tends towards simplifying tensions and ambiguities: “Von leeren Zeiten,” 48f. He places 

Schlözer’s synchronistic thinking in an analogy to the concurrently emerging concept of the ‘Zeitgeist’ and 

Herder’s idea of the ‘Volk spirit.’ While this is by no means wrong, it does however play down the proximity 

to the older synchrony and the distance to Herder.

18| Martin Gierl, Geschichte als präzisierte Wissenschaft. Johann Christoph Gatterer und die Historiogra-

phie des 18. Jahrhunderts im ganzen Umfang (Stuttgart / Bad Cannstatt: Frommann-Holzboog, 2012), 35. 

19| Johann Gottfried Herder, “Schlözers Vorstellung seiner Universal-Geschichte,” Frankfurter Gelehrte 

Anzeigen, no. LX (28.7.1772): 473–478, 477. In the controversy between Schlözer and his Gottingen col-

league Johann Friedrich Gatterer Herder defended the latter with this review.

20| Schlözer expressly claims this formulation to be his own discovery: “From amongst the new authors not 

one is known to me who makes this general view that encompasses the whole into the character of world 

history, and in such a way distinguishes system from aggregate.” Schlözer, Vorstellung, 23. For more on this 

formulation, see: Manfred Riedel, “System, Struktur,” in Geschichtliche Grundbegriffe, ed. Otto Brunner, 

Werner Conze and Reinhart Koselleck, vol. 6 (Stuttgart: Klett Cotta, 1990), 285–322.

21| Universal history lectures using chronological tables were held in Gottingen since the founding of the 

university and themselves in turn based on older traditions. See André de Melo Araújo, Weltgeschichte in 

Göttingen. Eine Studie über das spätaufklärerische universalhistorische Denken, 1756–1815 (Bielefeld: 

transcript, 2012). The chronological tables of Johann David Köhler (1684–1755) are still the foundations 

for his successor Johann Christoph Gatterer. On the dispute between Schlözer and Gatterer about the 

priority of a world history as a system and the role Herder played, see: Gierl, Geschichte als präzisierte 

Wissenschaft, 365–386. 

22| Schlözer, Vorstellung, 88–94 and 109–112. 
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‘acVdV_ed&’ IYV RZ^ Zd e` Wfc_ZdY R_ `gVcgZVh `W R_U “Z_dZXYe Z_e` eYV T`__VTeZ`_”23

SVehVV_ eYV a`]ZeZTR]$ d`TZR]$ VT`_`^ZT$ eVTY_`]`XZTR]$ R_U `eYVc cV]VgR_e WRTe`cd `W
R eZ^V3 e` ZUV_eZWj eYV “T`fcdV `W Tf]efcV$ `W Z_Ufdecj$ `c Z_ R h`cU$ eYV T`fcdV `W Yf%
^R_Zej Z_ R _ReZ`_&”24 6TT`cUZ_X]j$ HTY]ªkVc Zd Z_eVcVdeVU Z_ eYV YZde`cj `W e`SRTT`$ `W
eYV decR_XVde Z_gV_eZ`_d$ `W eYV a`deR] dVcgZTV$ R_U eYV ;cV_TY T`]`_ZVd Z_ 6^VcZTR&25

IYV W`Tfd Zd e` SV dYZWeVU Wc`^ eYV YZde`cj `W cf]Vcd e` d`TZ`%VT`_`^ZT T`_UZeZ`_d
R_U eYV T`__VTeZgV _Vifd&

“‘6 YZde`cj `W e`SRTT`’—eYZd h`f]U R]hRjd SV Rd R_ Z_eVcVdeZ_X dfS[VTe W`c h`c]U YZd%

e`cj Rd ‘eYV YZde`cj `W eYV XcVRe IR^Vc]R_V$’ `c ‘eYV YZde`cj `W eYV R_TZV_e 6ddjcZR_ V^%

aZcV&’ 6ddf^Z_X _R^V]j$ eYRe eYV T`__VTeZ`_ R YZde`cZTR] dfS[VTe YRd hZeY Z^a`ceR_e

TYR_XVd Z_ eYV h`c]U$ Rd R TRfdV hZeY VWWVTed$ Zd eYV d`]V TcZeVcZ`_ UVeVc^Z_Z_X Zed h`ceY

W`c f_ZgVcdR] YZde`cj&”26

IYV cV]VgR_TV `W dfTY R d`TZ`%VT`_`^ZT _Vifd hRd W`c^f]ReVU Z_ dZ^Z]Rc
eVc^d Sj HTY]ªkVc’d RcTYV_V^j <ReeVcVc3 UVdaZeV RXXcVXReZgV ]ZdeZ_Xd Z_e` eRS]Vd W`c
Xc`faZ_X daVTZR] YZde`cZVd$ YV e`` hRd Z_eVcVdeVU Z_ ZUV_eZWjZ_X eYV dZ^f]eR_V`fd
_Vifd2

“IYV highest degree of the pragmatic Z_ YZde`cj h`f]U SV eYV ZUVR `W R XV_VcR] _Vifd

`W eYZ_Xd Z_ eYV h`c]U "Nexus rerum universalis#& ;`c _` Z_TZUV_e Z_ eYV h`c]U Zd$ Rd Ze

hVcV$ insular& 6]] UVaV_Ud `_ `_V R_`eYVc$ `TTRdZ`_d `_V R_`eYVc$ SVXVed `_V R_`eYVc$

Zd `TTRdZ`_VU$ Zd SVX`eeV_$ R_U `TTRdZ`_d R_U SVXVed RXRZ_& IYV Z_TZUV_ed `W eYV _`%

S]V R_U eYV ]`h]ZVde$ Z_UZgZUfR] aV`a]V R_U R]] e`XVeYVc$ `W acZgReV ]ZWV R_U eYV XcVReVc

h`c]U$ Z_UVVU VgV_ eYV ScfeZdY R_U ]ZWV]Vdd TcVRefcVd R_U aV`a]V$ R]] RcV V_ehZ_VU R_U

T`__VTeVU Z_ `_V R_`eYVc&”27

IYRe VgVcjeYZ_X Zd Z_eVcT`__VTeVU$ eYV VdeReVd `W d`TZVej R^`_Xde eYV^%
dV]gVd R_U Yf^R_d hZeY R_Z^R]d R_U eYZ_Xd—eYZd ]VRUd e` R_ `SdVcgReZ`_R] ReeZefUV
eYRe RZ^d e` ‘dVV’ Z_eVcdVTeZ`_d SVehVV_ Tf]efcVd& 6_U acVTZdV]j eYV Via]ZTZe Z_T]fdZ`_
`W R_Z^R]d R_U$ Z_ aRceZTf]Rc$ eYZ_Xd hZ]] SV `W dZX_ZWZTR_TV Z_ hYRe W`]]`hd& IYVdV
‘Z^RXVd’ RcV _`e e` cVacVdV_e R eRSf]Rc TYc`_`^VecZT aRcR]]V]$ Sfe R_ Z_eVcUVaV_%
UV_e Z_eVcehZ_Z_X& 6XRZ_de eYV SRT\Xc`f_U `W eYV ^`gV e`hRcUd R dVTf]Rc f_ZgVcdR]
YZde`cj$ W`c^f]ReVU W`c eYV WZcde eZ^V Sj IfcX`e Z_ eYV ^ZUU]V `W eYV )0eY TV_efcj$

23| Schlözer, Vorstellung, 45.

24| Schlözer, Vorstellung, 44.

25| Cf. Horst Walter Blanke, “Einleitung,” in Schlözer, Vorstellung, 9–26, 21.

26| August Ludwig Schlözer, “Erste Bekanntwerdung des Tobaks in Europa, besonders in Deutschland,” 

in id., August Ludwig Schlözers Briefwechsel meist historischen und politischen Inhalts, Dritter Theil, Heft 

XIII–XVIII (1778), 3rd ed. (Goettingen: Vandenhoeck, 1780), book 15, 153–165, 153f. 

27| Johann Christoph Gatterer, “Vom historischen Plan, und der darauf sich gründenden Zusammenfü-

gung der Erzählungen (1767),” in Theoretiker der deutschen Aufklärung, ed. Horst Walter Blanke and Dirk  

Fleischer, vol. 2: Elemente der Aufklärungshistorik (Stuttgart / Bad Cannstatt: Frommann-Holzboog, 1990), 

621–662, 659.
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<=GHCFM�=G�HC�69�H<9�<=GHCFM�C:�7I@HIF9�5B8�<IA5B=HM	28���F9DF9G9BH5H=CB�C:�H<9�<=GHC�
F=75@�G9EI9B79�C:�B9LIG9G�C:�H<9�DF9G9BH�=GX5G�,IF;CH�9LD@=7=H@M�GH5H9GX7CB79FB98�
K=H<�H<9�F9GD97H=J9�Scoupe�C:�<=GHCFM	V29� =GHCFM�7CBG=GHG�C:�5�SGI779GG=CB�C:�H=A9�
@9J9@G�GHFI7HIF98�=B�GI7<�5�K5M	V30��77CF8=B;@M��,IF;CH�5@GC�B998G�H<9�BCIBG�RD5GHQ�
5B8� RDF9G9BHQ� HC�89G7F=69� H<=G�B9LIG�G9EI9B79�5B8�H<9�F9GD97H=J9�SH56@95I�C:� H<9�
DF9G9BH�V31

S%5=G�@5�;eC;F5D<=9��D5F�@b�AfA9�EIQ9@@9�9GH�le tableau du présent,�J5F=9�G5BG�79GG9��9H�

DI=GEI9�HCIH�89�EI=�9GH�D5GGe�5�eHe�DFeG9BH��@Q<=GHC=F9��EI=�9GH�@9�Fe7=H�8I�D5GGe��8C=H�fHF9�

IB9�GI=H9�89�79G�H56@95IL�89�@Q<=GHC=F9�8I�ACB89�DF=G�85BG�7<5EI9�ACA9BH	�"9�D5F@9�89�

l’histoire universelle.”32

/=H<CIH�<5J=B;�5�BCIB�RH<9�DF9G9BHQ�5H�<=G�8=GDCG5@��=B�+7<@lN9FQG�H<CI;<H�
H<=G�=895�=G�:CFAI@5H98�GCA9K<5H�8=::9F9BH@M��H<9�K<C@9�SG=HI5H=CB�C:�H<9�KCF@8�5H�H<9�
CB9�;=J9B�H=A9V33�=G�HC�69�F9DF9G9BH98	�+I7<�5�:CFAI@5H=CB�=B8=75H9G�ex negativo�H<9�
B979GG=HM�CF�H<9�B998�:CF�5�BCIB�RDF9G9BH	Q���@=HH@9�@5H9F�=B�5�<=GHCF=7C�D<=@CGCD<=75@�
F9:@97H=CB���85A�/9=G<5IDH�5FF=J98�5H�5�G=A=@5F� :CFAI@5H=CB� =B�5�D5GG5;9�CB� H<9�
DFC;F9GG�5B8�89J9@CDA9BH�C:�A5B?=B8��

S�@CB;�K=H<�H<9�89J9@CDA9BH�C:�H<9�G5A9�3DCK9F�C:�H<9�A=B8�5B8�B998G4�GC�H<9�K5M�C:�

@=:9�7<5B;9G�5@CB;�K=H<�H<9A��H<9�ACF5@�5B8�DC@=H=75@�GH5H9��H<9�BCH=CBG�C:�<5DD=B9GG��

H<9�7CB8I7H�C:�D9CD@9�HCK5F8G�CB9�5BCH<9F��H<9=F�F9@5H=CBG�HC�CB9�5B�CH<9F��the whole 

situation of the concurrent world at the one given time	V34

28| Cf. Johannes Rohbeck, “Erklärende Historiographie und Teleologie der Geschichte,” in Zwischen  

Empirisierung und Konstruktionsleistung: Anthropologie im 18. Jahrhundert, ed. Jörn Garber and Heinz 

Thoma (Tübingen: De Gruyter, 2004), 77–99. Cf. ibid., “Turgot als Geschichtsphilosoph,” in Turgot: Über 

die Fortschritte des menschlichen Geistes, ed. ibid. and Lieselotte Steibrügge (Frankfur t o.M.: Suhrkamp, 

1990), 7–87.

29| Turgot, “Entwurf zu einem Werk über die politische Geographie” [1751], in id., Über die Fortschritte 

des menschlichen Geistes, ed. Rohbeck and Steinbrügge 168–220, 166. In original: “La géographie po-

litique est, si j'ose anisi parler, la coupe de l’historie.” Turgot, “Plan d’un ouvrage sur la géographie poli-

tique,” in id., Oeuvres et Documents le concernant, avec Biographie et Notes, par Gustave Schelle, Tome 1 

(Paris: Librairie Félix Alcan, 1913), 255–274, 258 (emphasis J.L.).

30| This is the formulation given by Rohbeck, “Turgot,” 45. 

31| Rohbeck, “Turgot,” 166. 

32| Turgot, “Plan d’un ouvrage,” 257. “Aber die Geographie verändert sich unaufhörlich, weil sie eben ein 

Bild der Gegenwart ist, und da alles, was vergangen ist, einmal Gegenwart war, muß die Geschichte, die eine 

Erzählung der Vergangenheit ist, aus einer Abfolge dieser Bilder der Weltgeschichte bestehen, genommen in 

jedem Augenblick. Ich spreche von der Universalgeschichte.” Turgot, Entwurf, 166 (trans. modified by J.L.). 

33| Turgot, Entwurf, 259.

34| [Adam Weishaupt], “Anrede an die neu aufzunehmenden Illuminatos dirigentes,” in Nachtrag von 

weitern Originalschriften, welche die Illuminatensekte überhaupt, sonderbar aber den Stifter derselben 

Adam Weishaupt, gewesen Professor zu Ingolstadt betreffen, und bey der auf dem Baron Bassusischen 

Schloß zu Sandersdorf, einem bekannten Illuminaten-Neste, vorgenommenen Visitation entdeckt, sofort 



46 Johannes F. Lehmann

IYV “hY`]V dZefReZ`_ `W eYV T`_TfccV_e h`c]U Re eYV `_V XZgV_ eZ^V”—eYZd
Zd eYV T`^a]Vi ViacVddZ`_ W`c acVTZdV]j eYV T`^a]Vi dZefReZ`_ `W R dZ^f]eR_VZej `W
V]V^V_ed R_U T`_UZeZ`_d `W R ‘h`c]U’ Z_eVcT`__VTeVU Re `_V eZ^V$ hYZTY TYR_XV hZeY
`_V R_`eYVc Z_ R_U eYc`fXY eZ^V R_U hY`dV dj_TYc`_ZT _Vifd Zd e` SV eY`fXYe `W Rd
R dfTTVddZ`_ `W dZ^f]eR_VZeZVd Re VRTY eZ^V$ Z&V& R]d` Rd UZWWVcV_e Wc`^ `_V R_`eYVc$
Sfe ZedV]W Zd _`e UZcVTe]j `SdVcgRS]V& >_ `eYVc h`cUd2 Rd dj_TYc`_ZT Tfed eYc`fXY R
_Vifd `W cV]ReZ`_d$ hYVcVSj e` V_RS]V R eV^a`cR] cVW]VTeZ`_$ eYV daReZR] T`_TVaed `W
‘dZefReZ`_’ R_U ‘cV]ReZ`_’ R_U eYRe `W acVdV_TV RcV ecR_dW`c^VU Z_e` eZ^V T`_TVaed&

6d R T`_TVae `W eZ^V$ eYV _`f_ ‘acVdV_e’ Wf_TeZ`_d Z_ cYVe`cZTR] eVc^d ]Z\V R_
V]]ZadZd `c R ^Ve`_j^—eYV ViacVddZ`_ TYRcRTeVcZkVd eYV eZ^V `W eYV acVdV_e Sj cV%
WcRZ_Z_X Wc`^ T`_TcVeV]j ^Rc\Z_X hYRe Z_ ZedV]W Z_ aRceZTf]Rc R_U Z_ cV]ReZ`_ Zd acV%
dV_e$ Z&V& Zd there& 7j `^ZeeZ_X eYV T`_TcVeV$ eYV ‘acVdV_e’ dZX_ZWZVd R]] eYRe hYZTY
RaaVRcd dZ^f]eR_V`fd]j Z_ R eZ^V cVdaVTeZgV]j R_U eYV _Vh dfSdeR_eZgV T`_%
TVae Zd Via]ZTZe]j ^Rc\VU2 hYZ]V eYV _`f_ “eYV acVdV_e” Z_ eYV UZTeZ`_RcZVd `W eYV
)/eY R_U VRc]j )0eY TV_efcZVd Zd _`e VgV_ V_eVcVU$ R_ V_ecj Z_ HR^fV] ?`Y_d`_’d
Dictionary dZ_TV )/-- cVRUd2 “IYV EcVdV_e& 6_ V]]ZaeZTR] ViacVddZ`_ W`c eYV acVdV_e
eZ^V&”35 6 a`eV_e eVdeR^V_e `W eYV fdRXV `W eYZd _`^Z_R]ZkReZ`_ hRd eYV W`c^f]ReZ`_
`W eYV eZe]V XZgV_ e` eYV V_TjT]`aVUZT f_ZgVcdR] YZde`cj afS]ZdYVU Z_ A`_U`_ dZ_TV
)/+.$ Zed Z_T]fdZ`_ R_U ecR_d]ReZ`_ YZde`cj cVRTYZ_X e` eYV <`eeZ_XV_ f_ZgVcdR] YZd%
e`cZR_d2 An Universal History, From the Earliest Account of Time to the Present&36

LYZ]V eYV V]]ZaeZTR] T`_TVae `W eYV acVdV_e cVWVcd e` d`^VeYZ_X eYRe$ `_ eYV
`_V YR_U$ RaaVRcd Z_ eZ^V R_U$ `_ eYV `eYVc$ eYRe T`_dZded acVTZdV]j Z_ Y`h eYRe
hYZTY RaaVRcd T`_TfccV_e]j W`c^d R_U UVgV]`ad cV]ReZ`_d R_U T`_UZeZ`_d eYRe aVc%
^R_V_e]j TYR_XV R_U V]fUV RTT`^aR_jZ_X aVcTVaeZ`_$ eYV ‘acVdV_e’ R]eVc_ReVd SV%
ehVV_ gZdZSZ]Zej R_U Z_gZdZSZ]Zej Wc`^ eYV `fedVe& 6d dfTY R_ `S[VTe `W `SdVcgReZ`_$ UZd%
T`fcdV$ R_U X`gVc_R_TV$ eYV acVdV_e T`_deZefeVU ZedV]W WZcde Z_ eYV dVT`_U YR]W `W eYV
)0eY TV_efcj$ R_U acVTZdV]j—d` ^j eYVdZd—Rd R T`ccV]ReV e` eYV a`hVc eVTY_ZbfVd `W
a`]ZTZ_X R_U eYV SfcXV`_Z_X ^`UVc_ afS]ZT daYVcV&37

auf Churfürstlich höchsten Befehl gedruckt, und zum geheimen Archiv genommen worden sind, um solche 

jedermann auf Verlangen zur Einsicht vorlegen zu lassen: Zwo Abtheilungen (Munich: Lentner, 1787), II, 

44-121, 53f.  

35| Dictionary of the English Language, ed. Samuel Johnson (London: Consortium, 1755), 382.

36| Cf.: Helmut Zedelmaier, Der Anfang der Geschichte. Studien zur Ursprungsdebatte im 18. Jahrhundert 

(Hamburg: Felix Meiner, 2003), 143–163. The translation of Universal History provided by Baumgarten 

since 1744 dispenses with the subtitle, i.e. the term ‘Gegenwart’ is missing: Siegmund Jacob Baumgarten, 

Uebersetzung der Allgemeinen Welthistorie, die in England durch eine Gesellschaft von Gelehrten angefer-

tigt worden, Ersther Theil (Halle: Gebauer, 1744).

37| Cf. Johannes F. Lehmann, “Literatur der Gegenwart als politisches Drama der Öffentlichkeit. Der Fall 

Robert Prutz und seine Voraussetzungen im 18. Jahrhundert,” in: Dramatische Eigenzeiten des Politischen 

im 18. und 19. Jahrhundert, ed. Michael Gamper and Peter Schnyder (Hannover: Wehrhahn, 2017), 191–

214. 
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>e Zd _`e `_]j eYV ^`cV cVTV_e f_ZgVcdR] YZde`cZR_ hY`$ ]``\Z_X SRT\$ dVV\d
e` ZUV_eZWj Tfed eYc`fXY YZde`cZTR] acVdV_ed3 eYV T`_eV^a`cRcj XRkV `W a`hVc R_U
X`gVc_^V_ed ReeV^aed e` `SdVcgV eYV T`__VTeZ`_d _`e Z^^VUZReV]j gZdZS]V R_U efc_
eYV^ Z_e` eYV `S[VTe `W R cVTfcdZgV `SdVcgZ_X e``] `W X`gVc_R_TV R_U T`_ec`]& >_
)/.( ?`YR__ =VZ_cZTY <`ee]`S g`_ ?fdeZ$ eYV dV]W%ac`T]RZ^VU dTZV_eZde `W a`]ZTV R_U
a`]ZTZ_X$ hcZeVd2

IYV ^`de _`S]V TYRcRTeVcZdeZT `W R X``U a`]ZTV Zd$ T`_dVbfV_e]j$ R_ f_hRgVcZ_X$ eZcV]Vdd

ReeV_eZ`_ W`c eYV TfccV_e deReV `W eYV T`f_ecj `c eYV TZej Ze RU^Z_ZdeVcd R_U cVXf]ReVd2

R_U eYRe W`c R]] eYV _`eZTVRS]V TYR_XVd hYZTY ScZ_X W`ceY R UZWWVcV_e UZcVTeZ`_ R_U cV%

]ReZ`_dYZa Z_ eYV `S[VTed R_U WZ_R] V_Ud `W eYV a`]ZTZ_X$ Ze R]d` TYR_XVd Zed Z_deZefeZ`_d

R_U RccR_XV^V_ed&38

6d UVdTcZSVU Sj dTY`]Rcd dZ_TV eYV ^ZUU]V `W eYV )0eY TV_efcj$ eYV a`]ZTV Zd
eYV ^VUZf^ `W R_ `SdVcgR_e T`_deZefeZ`_ `W eYV acVdV_e R_U—eYc`fXY a`]ZTZ_X
]Rhd—R]d` R_ RXV_e `W Zed TYR_XV& >_UVVU$ eYV TYR_XVd Z_ eZ^V RcV eYV `S[VTe e`
hYZTY eYV a`]ZTZ_X ]VXZd]ReZ`_ YRd e` cVRTe e` hZeY ^VRdfcVd ]Z^ZeVU e` R WZiVU eZ^V&
D_V TR_ dVV eYZd Rd eYV Z_ec`UfTeZ`_ `W R cVW]VTeZgV eV^a`cR]Zej Z_e` X`gVc_^V_eR]
RTeZ`_2 “>e Zd eYVcVW`cV TVceRZ_ eYRe eYV a`]ZTV ]Rhd TR__`e R]hRjd cV^RZ_ eYV dR^V$
Sfe RcV dfS[VTeVU e` TYR_XV ^`cV eYR_ `eYVcd ]Rhd&”39 9VdaZeV eYV ac`S]V^ReZT
eYRe WcVbfV_e]j TYR_XZ_X ]Rhd Zd a`ddZS]j UR^RXZ_X e` R X`gVc_^V_e’d RfeY`cZej$
g`_ ?fdeZ RUg`TReVd R “afS]ZT cVg`TReZ`_” `W a`]ZTV ]Rhd hYZTY “_` ]`_XVc dfZe eYV
TfccV_e deReV `W eYV T`^^f_Zej&”40 7VTRfdV TZcTf^deR_TVd “TYR_XV Wc`^ eZ^V e`
eZ^V”41 R_U eYV a`]ZTV acVdd W`c f_deZ_eZ_X Z^ac`gV^V_e "“eYV a`]ZTV Zd _VgVc SV%
j`_U Z^ac`gV^V_e”#42 Z_ Zed VWW`ced e` \VVa RTefR]ZkZ_X$ Ze Zd R_ RXV_e `W V_^Zej e`
ecRUZeZ`_& LZeY eYV SRee]V Tcj `W “a]fd f]ecR” R_U “`_ R_U `_” Ze eR\Vd eYV WZXYe e` R]]
eY`dV hY` “SV]ZVgV e` UZdY`_`c eYV RdYVd `W eYVZc WReYVcd hYV_VgVc eYVj UVgZReV
VgV_ [fde R_ Z_TY Wc`^ eYVZc YRSZed R_U Tfde`^d$ R_U$ T`^a]jZ_X hZeY eYV dRjZ_X Rd

38| Johann Heinrich Gottlob von Justi, Die Natur und das Wesen der Staaten (Berlin/ Stettin/ Leipzig: 

Rüdiger, 1760), 476.

39| Johann Heinrich Gottlob von Justi, Grundsätze der Policey-Wissenschaft, 2nd strongly enlarged 

ed. (Goettingen: Vandenhoeck, 1759), 296. See also Joachim Georg Darjes, Erste Gründe der Cameral- 

Wissenschaften drinnen die Haupt-Theile so wohl der Oeconomie als auch der Policey und besondern 

Cameral-Wissenschaft in ihrer natürlichen Verknüpfung zum Gebrauch seiner academischen Fürlesung 

entworfen (Jena: Johann Adam Melchiors Wittwe, 1756), 3rd part, § 25, 407: “Police arrangements can be 

of a long duration.”

40| Justi, Grundsätze, 307. See Joseph Vogl, “Staatsbegehren. Zur Epoche der Policey,” DVjs 74 (2000): 

600–626. Focusing on welfare and insurance, Vogl thus identifies and elaborates on police references to 

the future. I would like to add however that this presupposes observing the present.

41| Georg Heinrich Zincke, “Von der Policey-Wissenschaft,” in id., Cameralisten-Bibliothek, 2nd part  

(Leipzig: Jacobi, 1751), 337.

42| Zincke, “Policey-Wissenschaft,” 337.
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UR^RXZ_X Rd Ze Zd T`^^`_$ ]VRgV VgVcjeYZ_X Rd Ze Zd&”43 IYV a`]ZTV ^`SZ]ZkVd V_VcXj
RXRZ_de eYV Z_VceZR e`hRcUd Z^ac`gV^V_e$ Sfe R]d` RXRZ_de eYV `SdVddZ`_ hZeY cV%
W`c^& >_ `cUVc e` Rg`ZU U`Z_X e`` ^fTY `c e`` ]Zee]V$ eYV a`]ZTV “YRd e` ^R\V dfcV
eYRe Ze _VgVc ]`dVd dZXYe `W eYV T`__VTeZ`_ `W eYV hY`]V$” R_U Ze ^fde aVc^R_V_e]j
\VVa f_UVc `SdVcgReZ`_ “eYV T`__VTeZ`_d `W eYV S`Uj a`]ZeZT” R_U eYV “TfccV_e deReV
`W eYV T`^^f_Zej&” IYVdV `SdVcgReZ`_d `W eYV TYR_XZ_X acVdV_e T`__VTeZ`_d YRgV
e` R]d` SV ^RUV eYV e`aZT `W T`_eZ_f`fd T`^^f_ZTReZ`_&44 K`_ ?fdeZ RXRZ_2

“IYV ]Rh%XZgZ_X T]VgVc_Vdd ^fde eYVcVW`cV T`_deR_e]j decZgV e` Z_gVdeZXReV eYV TfccV_e

T`_UZeZ`_ `W eYV deReV eY`c`fXY]j R_U cV]ZRS]j3 `_ eYV `_V YR_U$ ^R\V eY`c`fXY \_`h]%

VUXV RgRZ]RS]V e` eYV ReeV_eZgV RU^Z_ZdecReZ`_ `W eYV RWWRZcd3 R_U `_ eYV `eYVc$ eYc`fXY

eYV cVa`ced `W eYV RfeY`cZeZVd R_U dVcgR_ed$ ZW eYVj RcV Z_ RXcVV^V_e hZeY `_V R_`eYVc

Wc`^ UZWWVcV_e dZUVd$ U` eYV dR^V hZeY `eYVc cVgZVhVU Z_W`c^ReZ`_$ d` eYRe eYV T`_UZ%

eZ`_ `W eYV S`Uj a`]ZeZT Zd dfWWZTZV_e]j Z_daVTeVU Z_ R]] Zed aRced&”45

IYc`fXY daVTZWZT acRTeZTVd `W `SdVcgZ_X R_U T`^^f_ZTReZ_X$ hYZTY YRgV
e` SV eY`fXYe `W dj_TYc`_ZTR]]j$ Ze Zd _VgVceYV]Vdd a`ddZS]V e` ^R\V eYV cVdaVTeZgV
TfccV_e Z_eVcT`__VTeZ_X cV]ReZ`_dYZad gZdZS]V Re TVceRZ_ a`Z_ed Rd R _Vifd&

IYV _Vh Z_ eYV TR^VcR]ZdeZT f_UVcdeR_UZ_X `W eYV a`]ZTV dZ_TV eYV ^ZUU]V `W
eYV )0eY TV_efcj ]ZVd Z_ eYZd W`TfdZ_X `_ V^aZcZTZd^ Rd R_ RfeY`cZej R_U W`f_UReZ`_
`W X`gVc_^V_eR] RTeZ`_&46 >_ eYV W`f_UReZ`_R] eVied `W TR^VcR]Zd^$ a`]ZTV dTZV_TV
RaaVRcd Rd R dfS%UZdTZa]Z_V2 “6]^`de R]] `W eYV ^ReeVcd `W cVXf]ReZ`_ T`gVcVU Sj eYV
`]UVc a`]ZTV U`TecZ_Vd RcV R]d` acVdV_eVU YVcV$ R]SVZe _`h `cUVcVU Z_e` R T`YVcV_e]j
Z_eVcT`__VTeVU VT`_`^ZT afca`dV&”47 >e Zd eYV cReZ`_R]Zej `W eYV VT`_`^j R_U Zed
“a]R__Z_X%ac`X_`deZT V]V^V_e” eYRe ^R\Vd Ze a]RfdZS]V e` ReeRZ_ eYV _VTVddRcj \_`h]%
VUXV `W eYV RTefR] deReV `W _`e `_]j aVcd`_d Sfe R]d` `S[VTed R_U eYZ_Xd Z_ eYV

43| Carl Friedrich Wilhelm Zincke (the son of the publisher Georg Heinrich Zincke) in a speech for the 

bir thday of the Duke of Brunswick “Von dem in Oeconomischen Policey-Cammer- und Finanz-Sachen 

höchstnöthigen: Plus ultra,” in Leipziger Sammlungen von Wirtschafftlichen, Policey- Cammer- und Finantz- 

Sachen, IX (1753): 478–508, 486. Zincke justifies the economically necessary “Plus ultra” and “on and on” 

(“Oeconomische Policey-Cammer,” 487) anthropologically with man’s drive to find happiness.

44| Justi, Grundsätze, 295 f. Cf.: Friedrich Wilhelm Tafinger, Von der Lehre der Policeywissenschaft auf 

teutschen Universitäten (Tuebingen: Fues, 1767), 8f.: “Precisely for this reason the police must make every 

effor t to keep an eye on the relationship between all these dif ferent goods and donations at all times […].”

45| Justi, Grundsätze, 296. In his book: Die Grundfeste zu der Macht und Glückseeligkeit der Staaten; 

oder ausführliche Vorstellung der gesamten Policey-Wissenschaft, zweyter Band (Koenigsberg / Leipzig: 

Gebhard Ludewig Woltersdorfs Wittwe, 1761), 472, Justi adds a detailed note to this sentence in which he 

makes it clear that this is not to be done by spying (“scouts”).

46| As part of the economy, policing now refers in essence to the “food supply” and its organization and 

improvement. See Zincke, “Von der Policey-Wissenschaft,” 323.  

47| Thomas Simon, “Gute Policey.” Ordnungsleitbilder und Zielvorstellungen politischen Handelns in der 

Frühen Neuzeit (Frankfurt o.M.: Klostermann, 2004), 452. 
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WcR^Vh`c\ `W eYV political VT`_`^ZVd RcZdZ_X Z_ eYV )0eY TV_efcj&48 >W VRc]j ^`U%
Vc_ a`]ZeZTd R_U a`]ZTV "politia# hVcV ]Z^ZeVU e` ^RZ_eRZ_Z_X `cUVc hZeY cVdaVTe e`
Rdd`TZReZ`_d `W aVcd`_d$ eYV oikinomia$ Re WZcde decZTe]j dVaRcReVU$ cVbfZcVd eYc`fXY
eYV Z_T]fdZ`_ `W WRTefR] X``Ud R_U a`ddVddZ`_d R_U eYVZc T`__VTeZ`_d$ R dec`_XVc
Z_eV_dZej Z_ Zed T`_ec`]]Z_X R_U `eYVc gZcefVd2 “IYV acZ^Rcj gZcefV `W eYV VT`_`^Zde Zd
_`e [fdeZTV$ hZdU`^$ `c ScRgVcj$ Sfe UZ]ZXV_TV R_U ‘`^_ZacVdV_TV&’”49 Ì eYV UVXcVV
eYRe eYV VT`_`^j—Z_ eYV dV_dV `W R_ “RU^Z_ZdeVcZ_X”50 VT`_`^j—SVT`^Vd eYV
W`f_UReZ`_ `W a`]ZeZTd R_U dfcaRddVd Zed ]Z^ZeReZ`_ e` aVcd`_d UfV e` eYV VT`_`^ZT
T`_dZUVcReZ`_ `W X``Ud R_U a`ddVddZ`_d$ eYV_ eYV V^aZcZTZd^ `W eYV acVdV_e R_U
Zed ^VeY`Ud W`c `SdVcgZ_X eYV acVdV_e SVT`^V eYV TV_eVcaZVTV `W a`]ZTV acRTeZTV&51

LZeYZ_ eYV WcR^Vh`c\ `W Zed dVeeZ_X `W VT`_`^ZT afca`dV$ e` T`_eZ_f`fd]j Z^ac`gV
eYV ‘^RTYZ_Vcj `W eYV deReV’ hZeY R]] Zed T`^a`_V_e aRced$52 eYVcV V^VcXVd eYV ZUVR
`W eYV aVc^R_V_e `SdVcgReZ`_ `W R]] Zed aRced53 R_U R_ RhRcV_Vdd `W eYV T`__VTeZ`_
`W R]] aRced R^`_X eYV^dV]gVd2 “IYV ac`daVcZej `W eYV dfS[VTed YRd VieV_dZgV ]Z^Zed$
R_U TR_ SV T`_dZUVcVU Wc`^ gRcZ`fd deR_Ua`Z_ed$ R_U R]] `W eYV^$ VgV_ eYV ^`de
^Z_feV TZcTf^deR_TVd SV]`_X e` eYV TYRZ_ `W Z_TZUV_ed hYZTY ]VRU e` dfTY R_ f]eZ%

48| Simon, Gute Policey. Simon shows how the individual voices formulating ideas on an econo-

mic and empirical foundation of politics were already marginalized in the 17th century (namely Johann  

Joachim Becher, Wilhelm von Schröder, and Philipp Wilhelm von Hörnigk) and their projects primarily failed 

“to acquire a reasonably reliable picture of the commercial structures and circumstances of the country.” 

Simon, Gute Policey, 381–416, 415.

49| Simon, Gute Policey, 428. For the increasing need of governance due to the setting of economic goals, 

see: 533–542.

50| In his text Oeconomie in Form einer Wissenschaft (1717), Amthor distinguishes between natural, 

acquisitive, and administrative political economy. See Simon, Gute Policey, 441.

51| It is repeatedly emphasized that with its observing willingness to change, the police focus on not just 

people but goods and property: “If the science of policing and the police is to teach how to come up with 

and apply prudent laws and arrangements, and through this enable a thriving food situation in the country 

and for the subjects, and the comfort of life is promoted, through all this however the ready for tune of the 

prince is be established, increased, and maintained: then both the goods and properties as well as the 

persons with which this science is concerned inevitably demand increased knowledge and curative improve-

ment at all times.” Zincke, “Oeconomische Policey-Cammer,” 492. 

52|For this metaphor, see: Barbara Stolberg-Rilinger, Der Staat als Maschine: Zur politischen Metaphorik 

des Fürstenstaats (Berlin: Duncker & Humblot, 1986).

53| The “aler t and divining eye” of the ruler “must constantly have an overview of this machine in all 

its parts.” Johann Heinrich Gottlieb von Justi, “Auf was Art die Regierung den Zusammenhang und das 

Aufnehmen des Nahrungsstandes durch die Abgaben leiten kann,” in Johann Heinrich Gottlieb von Justi.  

Gesammelte Politische und Finanzschriften über wichtige Gegenstände (Copenhagen/Leipzig: Johann  

Heinrich Rüdiger, 1761), 614–632, 616. Justi argues for the consideration of the consequences and side-

effects of taxes and levies with respect to the overall economic nexus and warns against focusing solely on 

increasing the revenues of the state.
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^ReV afca`dV&”54 Ì eR\V R ]``\ Re eYV “^`de ^Z_feV TZcTf^deR_TVd” R_U SV XfZUVU
Sj R_ ZUVR `W R “TYRZ_ `W VgV_ed” R]d` e`fTY `_—Rd hV dYR]] dVV—RVdeYVeZT R_U
a`Ve`]`XZTR] bfVdeZ`_d `W ]``\Z_X Re eYV acVdV_e&

II. Seeing the ‘Present’ (Genius)

7VdZUVd$ R_U Z_ R dV_dV aRcR]]V] e`$ eYV a`]ZTV Z_ eYV )0eY TV_efcj$ R_ RVdeYVeZT cVXZ^V
W`c cV_UVcZ_X eYV Z_gZdZS]V acVdV_e gZdZS]V UVgV]`aVU Z_ R_R]`Xj R_U cZgR]cj$ _R^V]j Z_
eYV W`c^ `W R_ RVdeYVeZTd R_U a`Ve`]`Xj `W eYV XV_Zfd& 8`_ecRcj e` eYV fdfR] cVT`_%
decfTeZ`_ `W eYV RVdeYVeZTd `W eYV XV_Zfd Rd eYV ScVR\eYc`fXY `W R^R]V$ Rfe`_`^`fd%
]j WcVV TcVReZgV W`cTV `W R <`U%dfS[VTe$ Ze _VVUd e` SV decVddVU eYRe eYV Wf_TeZ`_ `W
eYV T`_TVae `W eYV XV_Zfd Z_ eYV dVT`_U YR]W `W eYV )0eY TV_efcj RTefR]]j ]ZVd Z_ eYV
ReeV^ae e` T`_TVaefR]ZkV RfeY`cd Z_ eVc^d `W eYVZc cV]ReZ`_dYZa e` eYV acVdV_e R_U e`
`S]ZXReV eYV^ e` subordinate eYV^dV]gVd e` eYV h`c]U R_U eYV acVdV_e&

8`_dZUVcZ_X eYV UVdTcZaeZ`_d `W eYV XV_Zfd Z_ eYV VZXYeVV_eY TV_efcj$ eYV WZcde
eYZ_X eYRe Zd _`eZTVRS]V Zd Y`h gZdfR] ^VeRaY`cd RcV V^a]`jVU e` T`_deZefeV R gZVh%
Z_X a`dZeZ`_& 6d eYV T`_TVae `W eYV ‘dZefReZ`_$’ hYVeYVc eYZd SV eYV a`]ZeZTR] `c eYV
^Z]ZeRcj `c Z_UVVU eYV h`c]U Re ]RcXV$ acVdfaa`dVd R a`dZeZ`_ Wc`^ hYVcV eYZd dZef%
ReZ`_ dY`f]U SV RS]V e` SV dfcgVjVU Z_ Zed dj_TYc`_ZT R_U TYR_XVRS]V T`^a]ViZej$55

eYV WZXfcReZ`_ `W eYV XV_Zfd dVed eYV eRd\ eYRe hYRe Zd dZ^f]eR_V`fd]j eYVcV$ R_U Rd
eYV dZ^f]eR_V`fd Zd Z_gZdZS]V$ Zd e` SV dVV_ R_U ^RUV gZdZS]V _VgVceYV]Vdd& IYV V^%
aYRdZd `_ eYV gZdfR]Zej Z_ eYV UVdTcZaeZ`_ `W eYV daVTZWZT RTYZVgV^V_e `W eYV XV_Zfd
Z^a]ZVd eYRe eYV daVTZWZT TcVReZgV W`cTV Zd _`e Rfe`_`^`fd$ Sfe `_V eYRe dfS`cUZ%
_ReVd ZedV]W e` eYRe hYZTY Zd acVdV_e$ S`eY gZdZS]V R_U Z_gZdZS]V&

IYV locus classicus—R_U WcVbfV_e]j VZeYVc Z_T`^a]VeV]j bf`eVU `c cVRU—Zd
HYRWeVdSfcj’d VddRj Soliloquy, or Advice to an Author ")/))#$ hYVcVZ_ YV TYRcRTeVc%
ZkVd eYV ecfV RfeY`c Rd R “dVT`_U BR\Vc$” R]SVZe—R_U eYZd RUUZeZ`_ Zd UVTZdZgV—Rd
“R dVT`_U BR\Vc2 R [fde Ec`^VeYVfd f_UVc ?`gV&”56 IYZd RfeY`c “f_UVc ?`gV” Zd eYV
R_eZeYVdZd e` R_ RfeY`c hY` Zd “Z_[fUZTZ`fd” Z_ eYVZc fdV `W “hZe R_U WR_Tj&” GReYVc$
eYV ecfV RfeY`c ‘TcVReVd’ f_UVc ?faZeVc Sj XZgZ_X R acVTZdV cV_UVcZ_X `W eYV ]ReeVc’d
h`c]U R_U TcVRefcVd2 “Sfe W`c eYV ^R_ hY` ecf]j R_U Z_ R [fde dV_dV UVdVcgVd eYV

54| Johann Friedrich von Pfeif fer, Lehrbegriff sämtlicher oeconomischer und Cameralwissenschaften,  

vol. 2 (Mannheim: Schwan, 1770), 13.

55| Vgl. Günter Oesterle, “‘Coup d’œil’ und ‘point de vue.’ Korrespondenz und Kontrast des Feldherrn- und 

Soldatenblicks im stehenden Heer des Absolutismus,” in “Es trübt mein Auge sich in Glück und Licht.” Über 

den Blick in der Literatur, Festschrif t for Helmut J. Schneider on his 65th bir thday, ed. Kenneth S. Calhoon 

et al (Berlin: De Gruyter, 2009), Philologische Studien und Quellen 221, 146–158.

56| Anthony Ashley Cooper Shaftesbury, “Soliloquy: or, Advice to an Author [1711],” in Characteristics of 

Men, Manners, Opinions, Times, ed. Lawrence E. Klein, Karl Ameriks, and Desmond M. Clarke (Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 2000), 70–161, 93.
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_R^V `W a`Ve$ R_U hY` Zd R cVR] ^RdeVc `c RcTYZeVTe Z_ eYV \Z_U TR_ UVdTcZSV S`eY
^V_ R_U ^R__Vcd R_U XZgV e` R_ RTeZ`_ Zed [fde S`Uj R_U ac`a`ceZ`_d$”57 Ze eYZd a`Ve
R]`_V hY`$ eYR_\d e` dV]W%\_`h]VUXV R_U gZcefV$ Zd Z_eZ^ReV]j gVcdVU Z_ “eYV Z_hRcU
W`c^ R_U decfTefcV `W YZd WV]]`h TcVRefcVd$”58 R_U Zd R_ RfeY`cZR] XV_Zfd SVTRfdV YV
Zd TRaRS]V `W UVdTcZSZ_X eYV ac`a`ceZ`_d `W eYV h`c]U’d decfTefcV Rd T`^a]Vi]j R_U
“RTTfcReV]j” Rd YV aVcTVZgVd eYV^& IYZd Zd T]VRc]j _`e eYV “Rfe`_`^j `W eYV TcVReZgV
Yf^R_$”59 `c ZW d`$ eYV Rfe`_`^j YVcV Zd `_V hY`dV W`f_UReZ`_ Zd R_ Z_eV_dZgV cV]R%
eZ`_dYZa e` eYV h`c]U$ R_ Rfe`_`^j eYRe$ dVeeZ_X R_U `SVjZ_X Zed `h_ ]Rhd$ dfS`cUZ%
_ReVd ZedV]W 60 e` eYV ac`a`ceZ`_d R_U ]Rhd `W eYV h`c]U& HYRWeVdSfcj eYfd T`_TVZgVd
`W hcZeZ_X Rd acRTeZTVU Sj eYV XV_Zfd Rd “^Zcc`c hcZeZ_X$”61 Rd h`c\Z_X hZeY R “a`T\Ve
^Zcc`c” `c R “]``\Z_X X]Rdd$”62 eR\Z_X `_ eYV eRd\ e` “UcRh eYV dVgVcR] WZXfcVd `W YZd
aZVTV Z_ eYVZc ac`aVc R_U cVR] ac`a`ceZ`_d&” >_ YZd _`gV] Tom Jones$ =V_cj ;ZV]UZ_X
R]d` Via]ZTZe]j cVWfeVd hYRe YV T`_dZUVcd e` SV eYV WR]dV Rddf^aeZ`_ eYRe eYV Z_gV_%
eZgV_Vdd `W eYV XV_Zfd Zd R “TcVReZgV ;RTf]ej$” deReZ_X Z_deVRU eYRe “Sj >_gV_eZ`_ Zd
cVR]]j ^VR_e _` ^`cV "R_U d` eYV L`cU dZX_ZWZVd# eYR_ 9ZdT`gVcj$ `c WZ_UZ_X `fe3 `c$
e` Via]RZ_ Ze Re ]RcXV$ R bfZT\ R_U dRXRTZ`fd EV_VecReZ`_ Z_e` eYV ecfV :ddV_TV `W R]]
eYV DS[VTed `W `fc 8`_eV^a]ReZ`_&”63

DaeZTR] ^VeRaY`cd `W eYZd \Z_U V^VcXV Z_ <Vc^R_j Z_ eYV RXV `W eYV XV_Zfd$
Z_T]fUZ_X Z_ AV_k hYV_ YV cVWVcd e` eYV “daVTZWZT XcZ_U `W eYV ]V_d”64 eYV XV_Zfd YRd
Re YZd UZda`dR]$ R_U Z_ <`VeYV$ hY` daVR\d `W eYV “dYRca VjV W`c ac`a`ceZ`_&”65 IYV
`S[VTe `W dVVZ_X Zd _`h _` ]`_XVc eYV `S[VTe ZedV]W R_U Zed XZgV_ decfTefcV Y`hVgVc$
hYZTY$ Rd Ze hVcV$ gZdfR]]j f_W`]UVU$ Sfe eYV cV]ReZ`_d R_U ac`a`ceZ`_d `W R h`c]U eYRe
Zd eY`fXYe `W Rd ZedV]W SVZ_X TYR_XVRS]V&

IYV TV_ecR] Wf_TeZ`_ `W eYV T`_TVae `W eYV XV_Zfd R_U eYV XV_VcReZ`_ `W
eYV a`dZeZ`_ `W eYV T`ccVda`_UZ_X gZVha`Z_e—eYZd dVV^d a]RfdZS]V V_`fXY e` T`_%
T]fUV—Zd e` UVT`fa]V eYV RfeY`c Wc`^ eYV djdeV^ `W eYV ]ZeVcRcj Rced R_U ^Rc\ eYV
dV]W%RU`aeVU T`fa]Z_X hZeY eYV ‘h`c]U’ R_U eYfd hZeY eYV acVdV_e$ _R^V]j hZeY eYRe

57| Shaftesbury, “Soliloquy,” 93.

58| Shaftesbury, “Soliloquy,” 93.

59| Jochen Schmidt, Geschichte des Genie-Gedankens in der deutschen Literatur. Philosophie und Politik 

1750–1945, vol. I: Von der Aufklärung bis zum Idealismus (Heidelberg: Winter, 2004), 258. 

60| It would be a separate task to trace how the transmission and criticism of the genius aesthetics as a 

figuration of ‘male’ creative autonomy was involved in rendering the ‘female’ aspects of the genius (in the 

sense of a heteronomous relationship to the world and the present) invisible and thus forgotten.

61| Shaftesbury, “Soliloquy,” 86f.

62| Shaftesbury, “Soliloquy,” 86f.

63| Henry Fielding, The History of Tom Jones, A Foundling [1749] (London: Penguin Books, 2005), 430.

64| Jakob Michael Reinhold Lenz, “Remarks on the Theatre,” in Selected Works by J. M. R. Lenz, trans. 

Martin Wagner and Ellwood Wiggins (New York: Camden House, 2019), 263.

65| Johann Wolfgang Goethe, “On German Architecture,” in German Essays in Art History, ed. Gert Schiff, 

trans. John Gage (New York: Continuum, 2004), 33–40, 39.
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hYZTY acVTZdV]j _`h RaaVRcd Rd eYV gZeR] h`c]U dfcc`f_UZ_X eYV XV_Zfd—Z_ deRc\
T`_ecRde e` eYV eZ^V]Vdd ecVRdfcVd `W eYV hcZeeV_ ecRUZeZ`_& IYV `]U RcXf^V_e$ R]cVRUj
fdVU Z_ R_eZbfZej$ eYRe Ze Zd _`e a`ddZS]V e` ac`UfTV R XV_Zfd eYc`fXY ]VRc_Z_X R]`_V$
Zd _`h cRUZTR]ZkVU e` eYV a`Z_e eYRe ]VRc_Z_X Zd ZUV_eZWZVU Rd R YZ_UcR_TV e` eYV XV%
_Zfd Z_ Rd WRc Rd eYV ]VRc_VU ^VUZf^ `W hcZeZ_X disguises UZcVTe RTTVdd e` eYV h`c]U
R_U eYV acVdV_e& 6d LZV]R_U T]RZ^VU$ acVTZdV]j eYV lack `W R “T]RddZTR] VUfTReZ`_”66

Zd eYV cVRd`_ hYj HYR\VdaVRcV SVTR^V R XV_Zfd$ W`c Z_deVRU `W f_UVcX`Z_X R dTY``]
VUfTReZ`_ eYc`fXY eVied$ YV ]VRc_e UZcVTe]j Wc`^ ]ZWV$ Wc`^ ViaVcZV_TV f_eRZ_eVU Sj
]VRc_Z_X2 “YZd own `SdVcgReZ`_d3 \VV_ dV_dVd Rd eYV e``]d3 R acVTZdV ReeV_eZ`_ e` eYV
immediate impressions `S[VTed YRgV `_ YZ^—eYZd Zd hYRe UVgV]`ad eYV XV_Zfd&”67

IYV acVdV_e deReVd R_U T`_UZeZ`_d e` SV `SdVcgVU RcV eYfd _`e `_]j T`ccV%
]ReVd e` eYV `SdVcgReZ`_R] R_U a`hVc eVTY_ZbfVd V^a]`jVU Sj eYV a`]ZTV3 cReYVc$ eYV
‘acVdV_e’ V^VcXVd Rd eYV `eYVc `W hcZeZ_X R_U ]VRc_Z_X—eYV acVdV_e RcZdVd Rd eYV Z_%
gZdZS]V gZdZS]V eYRe dfcc`f_Ud eYV a`Ve$ R_U eYRe YV eYV_ TR_ dVV R_U cV_UVc Rd R T`%
YVcV_e T`__VTeZ`_ hYV_ YV deRjd RhRj Wc`^ ]VRc_VU ecRUZeZ`_d R_U Z^^VcdVU Z_ ]ZWV&

Dc Y`hVgVc$ YV f_UVcdeR_Ud hcZeZ_Xd R_U S``\d e` SV d`^VeYZ_X eYRe Ra%
aVRc Z_ YZd acVdV_e R_U RcV R_ ViacVddZ`_ `W eYZd acVdV_e—R a`ddZS]V `aeZ`_ W`c f_%
UVcdeR_UZ_X eYV fSZbfZe`fd cVWVcV_TZ_X `W eVied Wc`^ eYV Hefc^ f_U 9cR_X e` eVied
`W eYV Z^^VUZReV acVdV_e& >_ Zed Z_eV_dZej eYZd Zd TVceRZ_]j R _Vh aYV_`^V_`_ Z_ eYV
YZde`cj `W ]ZeVcRefcV Rc`f_U )//($ eYRe TfccV_e ]ZeVcRefcV Zd WcVbfV_e]j bf`eVU Z_ eYV
eVied `W eYV eZ^V—R_U eYfd eYV acVdV_e Zd R]d` cVW]VTeVU Z_ eYV ^Zcc`c `W _Vh]j afS%
]ZdYVU eVied&68 C`e `_]j U`Vd <`VeYV YRgV LVceYVc UV]gV Z_e` Emilia Galotti$ afS%
]ZdYVU [fde eh` jVRcd SVW`cV$ eYV defUV_ed Z_ AV_k’d Hofmeister ReeV_U R aVcW`c%
^R_TV `W Minna von Barnhelm& AV_k Zd R ^RdeVc `W eYZd eVTY_ZbfV `W cV_UVcZ_X
gZdZS]V eYV T`^a]ViZej `W eYV acVdV_e Sj cVWVccZ_X e` T`_eV^a`cRcj eVied& =V _`e `_]j
acRTeZTVd eYV gZdfR] a`VeZTd `W eR\Z_X R deR_Ua`Z_e$ Rd YV YRU UVdTcZSVU eYV^ Z_
Remarks on the Theater Rd R daVTZWZTR]]j 8YcZdeZR_ eVTY_ZbfV W`c ^Zcc`cZ_X eYV Z^%
^VUZReV acVdV_e—YVcV > cVTR]] `_]j eYV _`eV eYRe eYV a`Ve “eR\Vd R deR_Ua`Z_e—R_U
eYV_ YV ^fde T`^SZ_V Z_ eYRe hRj”69—Sfe YV R]d` acVdV_ed ]ZeVcR]]j Z_ YZd eYVRecV
eYV dj_TYc`_ZT T`__VTeZ`_ SVehVV_ hYRe Zd YRaaV_Z_X dZ^f]eR_V`fd]j Z_ YZd acV%
dV_e—R_U Z_UVVU Rd R T`__VTeZ`_ eYRe cVW]VTed eYV eYVReVc Rd R ^VUZf^ `W RaaVRc%
R_TV$ Rd R deRXV `W eYV acVdV_e$ R_U R gZdfR]ZkVU cVW]VTeZ`_ `W R_U `_ Ze&

66| Christoph Martin Wieland, “Einige Nachrichten von den Lebens-Umständen des Herrn Willhelm  

Shakespear” [1766], in  ibid., Gesammelte Schriften, 2. Abteilung: Übersetzungen II (3): Shakespeares 

theatralische Werke. Sechster bis achter Teil, ed. Ernst Stadler, reprint 1st ed., Berlin 1911 (Hildesheim: 

Weidmannsche Buchhandlung, 1987), 558–569, 560.

67| Wieland, “Einige Nachrichten,” 561.

68| See Stefan Geyer, “Aktualität im Vollzug-Formen der Inter textualität bei Lessing und Goethe,” in  

Aktualität. Zur Geschichte literarischer Gegenwartsbezüge vom 17. Jahrhundert bis zur Gegenwart, ed. 

Stefan Geyer and Johannes F. Lehmann (Hannover: Wehrhahn, 2018), 219–240.

69| Lenz, “Remarks on the Theatre,” 264.
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III. Showing the Present (Lenz)

Ì T`_T]fUV > h`f]U ]Z\V e` ScZVW]j dY`h eYZd hZeY cVWVcV_TV e` eYV UcR^R WcRX^V_e
Der tugendhafte Taugenichts& 6]eY`fXY T]VRc]j cVT`X_ZkRS]V Z_ eYV ecRUZeZ`_ `W
9ZUVc`e’d eRS]VRf eYVReVc$ eYV a]Rj R]d` X`Vd WRc SVj`_U eYZd cVWVcV_TV a`Z_e2 hYZ]V
9ZUVc`e [fdeZWZVd YZd eYVReVc cVW`c^ R_U eYV acVdV_eReZ`_ `W eRS]VRfd `_ eYV deRXV Rd
R UVaZTeZ`_ `W T`__VTeZ`_d R_U cV]ReZ`_d$ hYZTY Z_ efc_ RcV e` U`Tf^V_eRcZ]j cVacV%
dV_e R aVc^R_V_e]j TYR_XZ_X d`TZR] h`c]U "“_Vh VdeReVd RcV V^VcXZ_X VgVcj URj”#$
Sfe Re eYV dR^V eZ^V ]Z^ZeZ_X eYV^ e` WR^Z]j c`]Vd$ AV_k ViaR_Ud eYV dT`aV `W eYV
eRS]VRfd e` UVaZTe hV]]%_ZXY X]`SR] dj_TYc`_ZTZeZVd `W YZd acVdV_e&

6 ScZVW ^V_eZ`_ `W eYV a]Rj’d dfS[VTe2 9cRhZ_X `_ HTYfSRce’d Zur Geschichte 
des menschlichen Herzens$ hYZTY HTYZ]]Vc hZ]] R]d` fdV Rd eYV SRdZd W`c YZd WZcde UcR%
^R The Robbers$ eYV de`cj cVg`]gVd Rc`f_U eh` f_VbfR] RcZde`TcRe Sc`eYVcd R_U
eYVZc cV]ReZ`_dYZa e` eYVZc WReYVc& IYV a]Rj `aV_d hZeY eYV WReYVc XZgZ_X YZd d`_d
^ReYV^ReZTd ]Vdd`_d$ hYZTY eYV j`f_XVc$ ?fde$ bfZT\]j f_UVcdeR_Ud$ R_U eYV `]UVc$
9RgZU$ U`Vd_‘e& =Zd Y`_`c `WWV_UVU Sj eYV Z_RSZ]Zej `W YZd d`_$ eYV WReYVc eYcVReV_d
e` SR_ZdY YZ^ Wc`^ Y`^V R_U W`cSZU YZ^ Wc`^ fdZ_X eYV WR^Z]j _R^V Z_ eYV WfefcV&
6]eY`fXY 9RgZU T]VRc]j WRZ]d e` XcRda ^ReYV^ReZTd$ Z_ dVTcVe YV Zd h`c\Z_X `_ a]R_d
W`c W`ceZWZTReZ`_d$ d` eYRe Ze Zd _`e bfZeV T]VRc [fde Y`h Uf]] YV cVR]]j Zd3 Sfe YV T`_TVR]d
eYZd h`c\ `_ ^Z]ZeRcj W`ceZWZTReZ`_d Wc`^ YZd WReYVc$ hY` UZdRaac`gVd `W eYV ^Z]ZeRcj
R_U YRd eYcVReV_VU e` af_ZdY YZd d`_d hZeY UZdZ_YVcZeR_TV dY`f]U eYVj ^VcV]j eYZ_\
`W SVT`^Z_X d`]UZVcd& IYV WReYVc U`Vd ]Z\V WR_Tj UR_TVcd R_U dZ_XVcd Y`hVgVc$ \VVa%
Z_X eYV^ Z_ YZd `h_ dVcRZ]$ d]VVaZ_X hZeY R]] `W eYV^—R_ RdaVTe ^`cV a`Z_eVU]j
UVaZTeVU Z_ eYV dVT`_U UcRWe—R_U Zd gVcj e`]VcR_e `W eYV dVifR] RUgV_efcVd `W YZd
d`_d Rd ]`_X Rd eYVj U` _`e a`RTY Z_ YZd dVcRZ]$ T`_deR_e]j Z^RXZ_Z_X eYV^ Z_ eYV
Rc^d `W d`^V gZ]]RXV SVRfej Re _ZXYe& 9RgZU eY`fXY YRd WR]]V_ dVcZ`fd]j Z_ ]`gV hZeY
`_V `W eYV dZ_XVcd$ R_U SVTRfdV eYVcV Zd _` ac`daVTe `W YZd ]`gV SVZ_X cVbfZeVU
R_U XVeeZ_X ^RccZVU$ eYV_ YV dhRad T]`eYVd hZeY eYV dVcgR_e ?`YR__ R_U dZX_d fa
Rd R dZ^a]V d`]UZVc hYV_ EcfddZR_ cVTcfZeVcd T`^V Rc`f_U—e` VZeYVc UZV `c ac`gV
YZ^dV]W h`ceYj e` YZd WReYVc eYc`fXY ^Z]ZeRcj RTYZVgV^V_ed&

IYV eVie Zd dZ_Xf]Rc Z_ eYV YZde`cj `W eYVReVc R_U ]ZeVcRefcV Z_ eh` cVdaVTed&
;Zcde]j$ SVTRfdV Z_ eYV _Vie dTV_V hRc$ _R^V]j eYV 7Ree]V `W @`]¦_ Wc`^ )/-/$ Zd
Sc`fXYe e` eYV deRXV Rd R aYjdZTR] acVdV_TV$ hZeY dY`ed SVZ_X WZcVU$ ^V_ WR]]Z_X$
XVeeZ_X fa RXRZ_ R_U WR]]Z_X RXRZ_$ eYVcV’d dTcVR^Z_X$ hYVVkZ_X R_U XRdaZ_X Rd
UVReY dhZWe]j Raac`RTYVd$ ^V_ W]VV Z_ UVdVceZ`_70—R_U hYV_ eYV SRee]V Zd `gVc$ eYV
UVRU RcV a]f_UVcVU R_U c`SSVU& IYV deRXV YVcV dY`hd—Z_T]fUZ_X SVj`_U eYV hRc
dTV_Vd—R aYjdZTR]]j cVR] eRS]VRf `W aRcRdZeZT cV]ReZ`_dYZad$ eYV cVTcfZeVcd ]ZgV aRcR%

70| See Johannes F. Lehmann, “Den Krieg im Rücken. Deserteure im Theater des 18. Jahrhunderts,” in 

Kriegstheater. Darstellungen von Krieg, Kampf und Schlacht in Drama und Theater seit der Antike, ed. 

Michael Auer and Claude Haas (Stuttgart: Springer, 2018), 173–188.
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dZeZTR]]j Wc`^ eYV cVTcfZeVU d`]UZVcd$ eYV UVdVceVcd Wc`^ eY`dV hY` UZV YVcV$ R_U eYV
aVRdR_ed Wc`^ eYV UVRU hY` eYVj a]f_UVc&

IYRe d`TZR] cV]ReZ`_d Z_ eYVZc Z_eVcT`__VTeZ`_$ e` SV eY`fXYe `W dj_TYc`_Z%
TR]]j$ RcV aRcRdZeZTR] cV]ReZ`_d$ R_U Rd dfTY R]d` W`c^ R X]`SR] acVdV_e$ Zd dY`h_ Sj
eYV _Vie R_U WZ_R] dTV_V `W eYV WcRX^V_e& IYV WReYVc$ ^`fc_Z_X YZd cf_RhRj d`_$ _`
]`_XVc VgV_ YRd eYV de`^RTY e` UcZ_\ YZd TY`T`]ReV$ W`c eYV “dhVRe `W eYV dRgRXVd Zd
R]] `gVc Ze&” Ì YZd dVcgR_e YV dRjd2

“AVja`]U2 P…Q A``\ Re eYZd T`aaVca]ReV$ Ze Zd Wc`^ eYV Voyage à l’Isle-de-France—j`f’cV

]Z\V dT`f_UcV]d hYV_ j`f T`^a]RZ_ RS`fe `fc hYZ^d$ ]``\ Re eYZd _ZXXVc$ T`f]U YRgV `fc

A`cU 8YcZde dfWWVcVU ^`cV eYR_ eYV^$ R_U R]] eYRe d` eYRe hV TR_ eZT\]V `fc aR]ReVd—

^R\V _` ^`cV TY`T`]ReV W`c Rd ]`_X Rd > ]ZgV$ R_U _` ^`cV daZTVd `_ ^j ^VR]d$ eV]] eYV

T``\ P…Q& LY` R^ > eYRe `eYVc aV`a]V YRgV e` dhVRe S]``U SVTRfdV `W ^V& IYVj dY`f]U

SV R]]`hVU e` YZe ^V `_ eYV YVRU$ eYV_ ^j ^`_Vj h`f]U SV eYVZcd—P…Q&”71

IYV S``\ bf`eVU YVcV Z_ eYV eVie$ Voyage à l’Isle de France Sj ?RTbfVd%
=V_cZ 7Vc_RcUZ_ UV HRZ_e%EZVccV$ Zd W`c AV_k T`_eV^a`cRcj ]ZeVcRefcV$ WZcde afS]ZdYVU
Z_ )//+$ Z&V& `_]j eh`$ Re eYV ^`de eYcVV jVRcd SVW`cV YV hc`eV eYV a]Rj& 6 <Vc^R_
ecR_d]ReZ`_ hRd afS]ZdYVU Z_ )//,& IYV T`aaVca]ReV "WZX& )# Zd SRdVU `_ R d\VeTY Sj
?VR_%BZTYV] B`cVRf$ hYZ]V eYV WZXfcV eYV WReYVc ^V_eZ`_d YRd eYV W`]]`hZ_X TRaeZ`_2
“8V bfZ dVce   g`d a]RZdZcd Vde ^`fZ]]£ UV _`d ]Rc^Vd&”72

7j bf`eZ_X eYV S``\ AV_k ScZ_Xd e` eYV deRXV R eRS]VRf eYRe TcVReVd R cV]R%
eZ`_dYZa `W gZdZS]V dZ^f]eR_VZej SVehVV_ VgV_ed Z_ 7`YV^ZR'EcfddZR R_U eYV UcZ_\%
Z_X `W TY`T`]ReV hZeY eYV T`]`_ZR] dZefReZ`_ `_ BRfcZeZfd& IYV ^VUZf^ eYRe cV_%
UVcd gZdZS]V eYVdV cV]ReZ`_dYZad SVehVV_ hRcd Z_ :fc`aV R_U T`]`_ZR] Via]`ZeReZ`_ Z_
6WcZTR R_U V]dVhYVcV RaaVRcd `_ eYV deRXV Rd S``\ R_U eRS]VRf$ Rd a]RfdZS]V \_`h]%
VUXV `W eYV acVdV_e& 7Vc_RcUZ_’d eVie Zd a`dZeZ`_VU Rd eYV _RccReZgV]j f_W`]UVU
subscriptio e` eYV V^S]V^ReZT eRS]VRf$ hZeY eYV dTV_V `_ eYV cZXYe Z_ eYV ^ZUU]V
UZdeR_TV UVdTcZSVU Rd eYV V]V^V_e `W R de`cj2

“H`^VeZ^Vd$ hYV_ Xc`h_ e`` `]U e` ]RS`fc$ eYVj RcV efc_VU `fe e` XVe eYVZc ScVRU

hYVcV eYVj TR_& D_V URj > dRh R a``c TcVRefcV$ hY` hRd _`eYZ_X Sfe d\Z_ R_U S`_V$

TfeeZ_X `WW eYV W]VdY `W R UVRU Y`cdV e` VRe—Ze hRd `_V d\V]Ve`_ UVg`fcZ_X R_`eYVc ”73

71| Jakob Michael Reinhold Lenz, “Der tugendhafte Taugenichts,” in Werke, vol. 1, 499–526, 518f.

72| Jacques-Henri Bernadin de Saint-Pierre, Voyage à l’isle de France, à l’isle de Bourbon, au cap de 

bonne-espérance, et avec des Observations nouvelles sur la nature et sur les Hommes, par un officier du 

Roi, vol. 1 (Paris: Chez Merlin, 1773), 277. Apart from the title copperplate, it is the only engraving in the 

first volume. There is another engraving in the second volume, but this cannot be the one referred to, for 

here slavery is in fact presented as idyllic under bearable conditions. For this context, see Robin Howell, 

“Bernardin de Saint-Pierres Founding Work: The Voyage à l’ î le de France,” Modern Language Review 107 

(2012): 756–771.

73| [Jacques-Henri Bernardin de Saint-Pierre], A Voyage to the Isle of France, the Isle of Bourbon and the 

Cape of Good Hope; with observations and reflections upon nature and mankind [1773], 1st engl. trans. 

1800 (London: Cundee, 1800), 114.
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LYZ]V eYV WReYVc Z_ YZd
dfS[VTeZgV R_U dV]W%cZXYeV`fd aVc%
daVTeZgV YRd R_ V^`eZ`_R]
WZe `W SRU T`_dTZV_TV$ Z_%
UfTVU Sj eYZd "_RccReVU# aZTefcV$
eYRe Z_ eYV gVcj _Vie ^`^V_e
^R\Vd hRj W`c `eYVc V^`eZ`_d$
eYV aZTefcV `W d]RgVcj R_U eYV
T`__VTeZ`_ SVehVV_ TY`T`]ReV$
UV]ZXYeVU eRdeV%SfUd$ R_U X`]U
Z_ EcfddZR hZeY dhVReZ_X S]``U
Z_ eYV T`]`_ZVd RcV Sc`fXYe
Z_e` gZdZS]V ViZdeV_TV Z_ R ^R_%
_Vc cVTR]]Z_X 7¬TY_Vc’d The  
Hessian Land Courier& LZeY eYV
S``\ Sc`fXYe e` eYV deRXV$ AV_k
Zd Z^a]ZTZe]j Vg`\Z_X eYV T`_eVie
`W eYV `eYVc eh` X]`SR] g`jRXVd
`W eYV eZ^V$ eY`dV `W 7`fXRZ_gZ]]V
R_U 8``\$ hYZ]V TY``dZ_X Y`h%
VgVc hZeY 7Vc_RcUZ_’d Voyage
eYV RTT`f_e eYRe SVde WZed e` YZd
`h_ dfS[VTeZgV$ 8YcZdeZR_ a`Ve%
`]`Xj `W eYV acVdV_e2 hYVcV
AV_k’d deR_Ua`Z_e RZ^d e` dfS%
`cUZ_ReV ZedV]W e` eYV gZVha`Z_ed
`W eYV ]`h]ZVde$74 Z_ eYV W`c^ `W
]VeeVcd hcZeeV_ Z_ eYV cVdaVTeZgV
acVdV_e ^`^V_e 7Vc_RcUZ_ W`TfdVd `_ eYV ]ZgZ_X cVR]ZeZVd R_U aVcdaVTeZgVd `W eYV
Via]`ZeVU$ eYV 7cVe`_ WZdYVc^V_$ eYV dRZ]`cd$ Sfe RS`gV R]] eYV S]RT\ d]RgVd& =V `aV_%
]j TcZeZTZkVd eYRe R]] hY` efc_ RhRj Wc`^ eYZd WRTe$ “Rd ZW eYV UZdXcRTVWf] UVVU U`Vd _`e
SV]`_X e` `fc RXV$ Z_ hYZTY YR]W `W :fc`aV Zd eR\Z_X aRce&” AV_k Zd eR\Z_X fa ViRTe]j
eYZd hYV_ YV ScZ_Xd 7Vc_RcUZ_’d S``\ R_U Zed UVeRZ]VU UVdTcZaeZ`_ `W eYV cVR]Zej `W
eYV d]RgVd$ hYZTY Zd dZ^f]eR_V`fd]j R acVTZdV Via]ZTReZ`_ `W eYV T`aaVca]ReV acZ_%

74| “Alas, to see the great secret in many different aspects and each and every man to be able see it with 

his own eyes!” Lenz in July 1775 to Sophie von Laroche, in Werke, vol. 3: Gedichte und Briefe, 325. That 

this view and this standpoint, to be able to immerse oneself in the minutest detail, is the standpoint of 

Christ, is then noted by Lenz in his moral-theological treatise “Über die Natur unseres Geistes:” Christ had 

“concentrated the miseries of a whole world on himself to see through them. What only a God can do –.” 

Jakob Michael Reinhold Lenz, “Über die Natur unseres Geistes,” in Werke und Briefe in drei Bänden, ed. 

Sigrid Damm, vol. 2 (Frankfur t o.M./ Leipzig: Insel, 1992), 619–624, 622.
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eVU Z_ eYV S``\$ e` eYV deRXV& IYZd dZ^f]eR_V`fd]j cRZdVd eYV bfVdeZ`_ Rd e` hYZTY
dZUV eYVReVc ZedV]W eR\Vd Rd eYV ^VUZf^ `W eYV gZdfR]ZkReZ`_ `W eYV acVdV_e$ R a`Z_e
RUUcVddVU Z_ 7Vc_RUZ_’d eVie2

“IY`dV SVRfeZWf] c`dV R_U W]R^V%T`]`fcd$ Z_ hYZTY `fc ]RUZVd RcV UcVddVU$ T`ee`_$ `W d`

XV_VcR] fdV$ T`WWVV R_U TY`T`]ReV$ _`h eYV `_]j ScVR\WRde RU^ZeeVU e` a`]ZeV eRS]Vd3 eYV

c`fXV hZeY hYZTY eYV aR]]ZU SVRfej XZgVd _Vh S]``^ e` YVc T`^a]ViZ`_—R]] eYVdV RcV

acVaRcVU Sj eYV Z_UfdecZ`fd YR_U `W eYV V_d]RgVU R_U `aacVddVU _VXc` NV h`^V_ `W

dV_dZSZ]Zej R_U dV_eZ^V_e$ hY` hVVa Re eYV RWWVTeZ_X de`cj `W R _`gV]$ `c eYV cVacVdV_%

eReZ`_ `W R ecRXVUj$ \_`h$ eYRe hYRe T`_deZefeVd j`fc TYZVWVde UV]ZXYe$ Zd ^`ZdeV_VU hZeY

eYV eVRcd R_U UZVU hZeY eYV S]``U `W ^V_ ”75

LYRe TR_ `_V U` hZeY eYV eYVReVc hYV_ Ze TRfdVd eVRcd e` SV dYVU W`c V_[`j%
^V_e$ hYZ]V eYV T]`eYVd fa`_ hYZTY eYV eVRcd `W V_[`j^V_e WR]] RcV d`R\VU Z_ eVRcd `W
R gVcj UZWWVcV_e \Z_U "“^`fZ]]£”#4 LZeY eYZd bf`eZ_X `W eYV T`aaVca]ReV$ eYV ScZ_XZ_X%
e`%deRXV `W eYZd eVie$ R_U eYV cVW]VTeZ`_ `_ eYV ecRXVUj$ AV_k Zd cRUZTR]]j TR]]Z_X eYVReVc
ZedV]W Z_e` bfVdeZ`_& >_ YZd eYVReVc eVie YV ecR_dW`c^d Ze Z_e` R ^VUZf^ W`c cV_UVcZ_X
gZdZS]V eYV T`^a]Vi dj_TYc`_ZTZej `W eYV acVdV_e& IYRe AV_k V_eVcd Z_e` R T`_W]ZTe
"deZ]] `_X`Z_X e`URj# RS`fe eYV afS]ZT gZdZSZ]Zej `W Z^RXVd R_U \_`h]VUXV RS`fe eYZd
Z_gZdZS]V acVdV_e Zd Z_UZTReVU Sj Y`h 7Vc_RcUZ_’d S``\ hRd XV_VcR]]j _VX]VTeVU Sj
eYV afS]ZT$ `TTfajZ_X R ^RcXZ_R] a`dZeZ`_& 9fV e` Zed cRUZTR]]j TcZeZTR] aVcdaVTeZgV `_
d]RgVcj Z_ ;cR_TV Ze T`f]U `_]j SV afS]ZdYVU hZeY`fe eYV c`jR] acZ_eZ_X aReV_e$ hYZ]V
AV_k’d eVie cV^RZ_VU f_afS]ZdYVU R]e`XVeYVc& 6d R ^VUZf^ `W cV_UVcZ_X gZdZS]V eYV
acVdV_e `W eYV eZ^V Ze cV^RZ_VU Z_gZdZS]V Z_ eYZd gVcj acVdV_e& l

Figures

Ce qu i  se r t  à  vos  p la is i r s  es t  moui l lé  de  nos  la rmes, 1773, copper plate, 

Jean-Michel Moreau (inv. 1772), D. Née (sculp.); qtd. from: Jacques-Henri Bernadin de 

Saint-Pierre, Voyage à l’isle de France, à l’isle de Bourbon, au cap de bonne-espérance,  

... Avec des Observations nouvelles sur la nature et sur les Hommes, par un officier du Roi,  

vol. 1  (Paris: Chez Merlin, 1773), pl. 4, 199.

75|  Bernardin, Voyage, 123.
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